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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B24 – LLANWRTYD WELLS

Introduction

1.  The present community of Llanwrtyd Wells is situated in northwestern 
Brecknockshire, with much of its western boundary, following the course of the river 
Tywi, forming Powys’s County boundary here.  It is a large geographical area with a 
topography that is defined by the high, uninhabited uplands of the eastern slopes of 
the Cambrian Mountains and the upper valley of the river Irfon.  The most northerly 
reaches of the community are covered by extensive forested uplands of Moel 
Prysgau, Drum Nant-y-Gorlan, Nant yr Hwch to the Tywi Forest and Mynydd 
Trawsnant in the south.  The small unclassified settlement of Abergwesyn lies in the 
north of the community in the Irfon river valley, and marks the northernmost limits of 
settlement in this community.  Settlement is concentrated in the south of the 
community, in the area around Llanwrtyd Wells, the smallest town in Powys, which 
nestles below Garn Dwad to its north and Garnwen to its west.  Classified as a key 
settlement in the Powys Unitary Development Plan, it is a local service centre 
serving the northern part of Brecknockshire and has a wide range of facilities 
including health centre, primary school, post office, bank and library.  The Heart of 
Wales railway line and the A483 provide important communications that traverse the 
south of the community.  

2.  The community has a population of 762, an electorate of 619 (2005) and a 
council of 12 members.  The Community is warded; Abergwesyn with 31 electors 
and one councillor, Llanwrtyd Wells with 522 and nine, and Llanwrtyd Without with 
66 and two.  The precept required for 2005 is £13,500.00 representing  a Council 
Tax Band D equivalent of £39.48

3.  In the 1985 Review the Local Boundary Commission for Wales was anxious to 
amalgamate the smaller communities of north-western Brecknockshire, and the new 
community of Llanwrtyd Wells was created out of the former communities of 
Llanddewi Abergwesyn, Llanwrtyd Without and Llanwrtyd Wells together with a small 
part of the then community of Treflys,  containing the woollen mill, and the western 
half of the then community of Llanfihangel Abergwesyn.  These proposals were 
generally accepted, and the Commission made its final proposals for a community of 
Llanwrtyd Wells which comprised three wards, Llanwrtyd Wells represented by nine 
councillors, Llanwrtyd Without by two and Abergwesyn by one.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  A submission form has been received from Llanwrtyd Wells Town Council.  This 
proposes the transfer of the northern half of the community of Treflys  (the eastern 
half of the former community of Llanfihangel  Abergwesyn) to this community, “in 
consideration of the local residents who have always considered themselves part of 
Llanwrtyd”.  The town council considers that ten councillors would “be an adequate 
number for the area we represent”.  They suggest removing the warding 
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arrangement, as the members of “the town council generally felt that this would be a 
fairer and more democratic arrangement”.

Assessment

5.  We have given consideration to the request of Llanwrtyd Wells Town Council that 
the northern part of the community of Treflys, comprising the eastern half of the 
former community of Llanfihangel Abergwesyn, be transferred to their community.  
We do not consider that such a transfer would be in the long-term interests of 
effective and convenient local government.  The area in question lies largely in the 
“next valleys” to the community of Llanwrtyd Wells, in the upper reaches of the 
valleys of the Cammarch and Cnyffiad rivers: river valleys that define the topography 
of the community of Treflys.  Settlement is thin in this upland and forested area, and 
the inhabitants here have the benefits of an unclassified  county road, by which they 
are nearer to the large villages of Beulah and Garth in the community of Treflys than 
they are to the key settlement of Llanwrtyd Wells.  For these reasons, we consider 
that this area is very much part of the community of Treflys.  The three communities 
that lie to the south of the high ridgeline of the Cambrian Mountains – Llanwrtyd 
Wells, Treflys and Llanafanfawr – are valley communities, rising from the Irfon valley 
and following its tributaries northward to the high ridgeline.  The proposed 
adjustment would break that “natural” lie of the communities of the area.  We 
acknowledge that the inhabitants of the communities of the  upper Irfon valley 
probably do look to Llanwrtyd Wells for many of their services, but this is an adjunct 
of its key settlement status.

6.  The electorate of Llanwrtyd Wells has increased from  505 in 1979 to 619 in 2005.  
The Powys Unitary Development Plan allocates three main sites for development in 
the key settlement of Llanwrtyd Wells:  one site for 60 dwellings, and two sites for a 
total of 11 dwellings.  However, we consider that many of these dwellings have 
already been built and have had their effect on the electorate.  There may be further 
opportunities for infill development and opportunities for affordable housing 
development adjacent to the settlement development  boundaries in accordance with 
Policy HP8.  There are also opportunities for a limited number of dwellings in the 
open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in 
accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that this community’s electorate 
will rise slightly to approximately 690 electors.  Llanwrtyd Wells is Powys’s smallest 
town, with an electorate smaller than many rural communities.  However, the town is 
classified as a key settlement in the Unitary Development Plan settlement hierarchy, 
and as such it is seen as a significant focus for  growth in this part of the County.  
Furthermore, the town has a comparatively high precept; indeed, in Brecknockshire 
there are only six communities that have a higher precept.  If this was a rural 
community, the present and projected electorate would suggest an entitlement in 
accordance with Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils 
to nine councillors.  However, we have been mindful in this case that Llanwrtyd 
Wells should compare with the County’s other towns, and, while we have been 
mindful of the suggestion of the present town council, we consider that, in 
accordance with our Table 5 - Councillor Allocation and Powys’s Towns, the 
allocation of councillors here should be 11, which represents a reduction from the 
current allocation of 12.
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7.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether the community of 
Llanwrtyd Wells should continue to be divided into wards.  We have noted the 
comments of the present town council in this matter.  We are required to apply the 
criteria in Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these 
are that (a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the 
community is such as to make a single election of community councillors 
impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community 
should be separately represented on the community council.  We do not consider 
that the number or distribution of the local government electors for this community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
inconvenient; indeed all electors in the community currently vote at the same polling 
station, which is the Victoria Hall, Llanwrtyd Wells.  We have noted  that the 
electorates of two of the existing wards are extremely small: Llanwrtyd Without with 
66 electors and Abergwesyn with just 31 electors, which in itself suggests that 
separate ward elections would be meritless in these cases.   Furthermore, we do not 
consider that it is any longer desirable for areas of this community to be separately 
represented on the community council.  Llanwrtyd Wells is the only classified 
settlement in this community; there are no other settlement focuses, and the 
remaining settlement is sparse but mainly concentrated along the valley of the river 
Irfon to the north of the key settlement and along the A483, all within easy reach of 
the key settlement.

Draft Proposals

8.  We propose that there should be a community of Llanwrtyd Wells comprising the 
present community of that name and that  the community should not be warded;

The community should have a council of 11 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

619 11 56

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

9.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

10.  We propose that there should be a community of Llanwrtyd Wells comprising 
the present community of that name and  that the community should not be warded;
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The community should have a council of 11 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

619 11 56


